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This  Annual  Eeport  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  Circular  1119  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  June  18th,  1930.  There  is  a certain  amount  of 
repetition  annually,  which  may  appear  superfluous  from  the  local 
aspect,  but  is  required  for  the  information  of  the  Ministry. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1930. 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  696 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 

Not  available  until  June 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  4,180,  Females 

4,843)  9023 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  2396 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  2343 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room  17-8% 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1930)  ...  Approx.  2550 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  Approx.  3-4 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  ...  ...  Approx.  12-6 

Number  of  Births  (Males  75,  Females  54)  Total  129 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  7,  Females  2)  Total  9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  14-6 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  69-7 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away 

from  Heckmondwike  (Males  55,  Females  60)  Total  115 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  ...  13-0 

Number  of  Still  Births  (Males  3,  Females  1)  ...  ...  4 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  54 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  70-7 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  ...  ...  IT 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-9 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  Nil 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (Excluding 

Phthisis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-6 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-6 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  (excluding  Tuber- 
culosis)   70 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  8 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Inquests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rateable  Value  £42900 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx.  ...  ...  £178/15/- 

Rainfall  in  inches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32-4 

Number  of  Wet  Days  190 

Parliamentary  Voters  6888 

Focal  Government  Voters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4610 


Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  ...  Information  unobtainable 
Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children 

Order  4931bs. 

Infants  born  during  1930  fed  wholly  or  partially  from 

Public  Funds  ...  A.  ...  24-0% 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HECKMONDWIKE. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

of  wh  le  District  during  1 930  and  previous  years. 


ESTIMATED 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

YEARLY 

POPULATION. 

nsLi.  x»irw  a no  . 

Under  1 Year  of 
Age 

At  all  Ages. 

AVERAGE. 

(Registrar 

Beneral’s 

Figures). 

Number 

Rate 
per  1000 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number. 

Rate 
per  1000 

1900-09 

9,613 

190 

19-8 

29 

152 

160 

16*6 

19:0-19 

9,064 

169 

18-5 

19 

109 

148 

16*8 

1920-29 

8,968 

162 

180 

13 

80 

137 

15*3 

Y ear 
*1930 

8.830 

129 

14  6 

7 

54 

115 

13  0 

1930  —England  and  Wales 

... 

16  3 

60 

1P5 

107  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 
(on  1929  estimated  population) 

162 

55 

105 

159  Smaller  Towns  .. 

(on  1929  estimated  population) 

16-2 

55 

10*5 

London 

(on  1929  estimated  population) 

15  7 

59 

11*4 

* 1929  figure.  Registrar  General's  estimate  for  1930 
will  not  be  published  before  end  of  June,  1931. 


Live  Births— (Leg1.  M.68,  F.52) 

( 1 1 leg  M.7,  F.2) 

Birth  Rate 

Still-Births  M 3,  F 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births,  31 

Deaths.  M.55,  F.60.  Death  Rate,  13  0 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurr-iny 
in  public  institutions,  24  3 


Number  of  women  \ 
dying  in,  or  in  con-  ( from  Sepsis,  I. 
sequence  of  child  ( from  other  causes,  none 
birth  . . ...  / 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  none 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  none 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  none 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : — 
Legitimate,  46‘5.  Illegitimate,  70'7  Total  54. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortaliiy  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Heckmondwike  during  ten  years  1919  to  1928 

and  the  years  1928,  1929  and  1930. 
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Social  Conditions.  Heckmondwike  is  an  industrial  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  principally  engaged  in  the  textile 
trade.  For  many  years  it  has  been  noted  for  the  quality  of  its 
productions,  especially  woollen  yarns,  carpets,  cloth,  etc. 
Engineering,  dyeing,  and  boot  manufacturing  are  also  important 
trades  in  the  town.  Some  coal  miners  live  in  Heckmondwike, 
but  their  work  is  outside. 

In  common  with  other  industrial  areas,  the  depression  in 
trade  has  been  se\^erely  felt  recently,  the  effect  being  a lower 
standard  of  comfort  amongst  the  inhabitants. 

A large  number  of  females  find  employment  in  the  various 
factories.  In  many  cases  during  normal  times  both  husbands 
and  wives  from  the  same  homes  go  out  to  work. 

Many  notable  personages  lived  in  Heckmondwike  from  time 
to  time,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned  l)r.  Priestley,  the 
discoverer  of  oxygen,  who  was  born  at  Birstal,  about  1^  miles 
distant.  The  great  majority  of  residents  are  of  what  is  termed 
the  working  classes,  although  this  definition  is  very  elastic. 

Population.  The  table  gives  the  population  of  the  town 
since  1900.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  is  not  available 
since  1929  owing  to  the  Census  being  taken  in  April,  1931,  when, 
as  a result,  it  is  expected  the  figure  will  be  known  about  June 
next.  The  natural  increase  of  population  during  1930  was  14, 
which  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  approaching  an 
equality.  This  is  not  due  to  more  persons  dying,  but  to  a less 
number  being  born. 

Meanwhile,  the  population  figure  for  1929,  which  is  8,830, 
is  taken  as  the  standard. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

Births.  During  the  year  doctors  notified  82,  mid  wives  105, 
and  other  persons,  no  births.  Of  this  total,  83  were  notified  from 
the  Maternity  Home,  the  residences  of  62  being  outside  Heck- 
mondwike and  21  in  Heckmondwike. 

The  table  above  referred  to  gives  the  figures  for  1930  and 
a comparison  with  previous  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  Heckmondwike  figure,  14-6,  is  lower  than  the  figures 
for  other  classifications  in  England  and  Wales. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate.  This  rate  per  1,000  of  54  is  very 
satisfactory  for  an  industrial  town  and  lower  than  in  other 
classified  areas  as  shown  in  the  table.  Having  regard  to  the 
conditions  of  life  in  such  towns  and  the  debilitated  condition 
of  a proportion  of  mothers  it  is  a cause  for  satisfaction  that 
only  seven  infants  died  during  the  year,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  fact  that  six  of  these  died  from  premature  birth,  debility, 
or  malformation,  shows  the  necessity  of  efficient  ante-natal  advice 
and  care.  This  has  been  provided  by  the  Council  for  six  years 
free  of  charge  to  all  prospective  mothers. 

General  Death  Rate.  The  total  number  of  deaths  during 
1930  is  less  than  for  many  years,  with  the  exception  of  1923, 
and  the  rate  per  1,000,  being  13-0,  is  lower  than  the  averages 
shown  on  the  table  since  1900.  Unfortunately,  in  comparatively 
small  areas  these  figures  are  liable  to  give  a wrong  impression 
when  expressed  in  terms  per  1,000,  which  is  not  the  case  when 
calculated  for  the  larger  areas.  The  fact  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  zvmotic  diseases  is  verv  satisfactory  It  is  interest- 

t j i/ 

ing  to  find  that  24-3  per  cent,  of  Heckmondwike  persons  died  in 
public  institutions  outside  the  town. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

MEDICAL  OFFICEE  OF  HEALTH. 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 
WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOE 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part  time). 

*H.  M.  Channon,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Ethel  M.  Shorter,  3 years’  General  Training  Certifi- 
cate ; Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

*50%  salary  contribution  is  received  from  Exchequer  Grants 
in  respect  of  officers  marked  *. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such,  but 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike  Coun- 
cil an  annual  sum  for  her  part  time  services  as  School  Nurse 
under  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Meat, 
Market,  and  Housing  Inspector. 


7 


(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Nature  of  the  Arrangements  in 
the  Area,  (a)  This  is  provided  by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing 
Association,  a voluntary  body,  which  employs  one  district  nurse. 
There  is  also  an  independent  nurse,  who  has  practised  on  her 
own  account  for  some  years. 


(b)  For  Infectious  Disease,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc.  There  is 
none,  as  previously  explained.  Should  the  necessity  arise  it  is 
probable  a special  nurse  would  be  temporarily  engaged  by  the 
Council  for  the  purpose.  The  rules  of  the  local  nursing  associa- 
tion do  not  provide  for  nursing  infectious  cases. 


As  hospital  accommodation  is  available  for  the  majority  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  and  most  patients — other  than  those 
suffering  from  non-notihable  infectious  diseases — are  removed 
from  their  homes  to  hospital  no  difficulty  exists. 


(3)  Midwives.  The  West  Biding  County  Council  is  the 
local  supervising  authority.  The  Heckmondwike  Council  does 
not  subsidise  any  midwife,  the  opinion  being  that  where  there 
is  a maternity  home  in  a local  authority’s  area  it  is  not  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health  to  make  payments  towards  mid- 
wives’ fees  and  thereby  encourage  confinements  at  home,  where, 
in  many  cases,  the  surroundings  may  be  entirely  undesirable. 

(4)  National  Health  Insurance.  There  are  no  important 
points  in  which  the  work  of  the  local  authority  is  related  to  or 
is  administered  in  co-operation  with  this  service. 

(o)  Poor  Law  Medical  Out  Relief.  Not  being  a county 
borough  Heckmondwike  is  not  directly  concerned  with  the 
administration  of  this  service. 

(6)  Laboratory  Facilities.  Facilities  are  provided  at  the 
County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the  examination 
of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens.  The  figures  for 
the  year  1930  are:  Widal,  3;  Sputa,  1;  Diphtheria,  37;  Mis- 
cellaneous, 6 ; a total  of  47. 
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(7)  Legislation  in  force.  In  addition  to  the  Heckmondwike 
Improvement  Act,  1905,  the  following  general  adoptive  Acts, 
Bye-laws  and  Regulations  relating  to  the  public  health  are  in 
force  in  Heckmondwike: — 

Acts  of  Parliament, 


Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 
Infectious  Disease  Pre- 
vention Act,  1890 
Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force. 

Whole  Act 
Whole  Act 
Whole  Act 
Sec.  51 


Date  of  adoption. 

1902 

1908 

1909 
1922 


Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 

Date. 


Offensive  Trades 
Prevention  of  Nuisances  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Slaughter-houses 

■^Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Order 
Hackney  Carriages 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  ... 

Markets  and  Fairs 
Pleasure  Grounds  ... 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Heckmondwike  Urban  (Offensive  Trade) 
Confirmation  Order  ... 


1889 

1889 

1889 

1889 

1889 

1912 

1889 

1902 

1869 

1923 

1926 

1929 


* Superseded  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  a fish  fryer  and 
in  respect  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  are  needed.  Their  adoption 
would  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  urban  district,  as  previ- 
ously pointed  out. 
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(8)  Hospitals.  There  is  no  general  hospital  located  within 
the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike,  but  a number  are  within 
easy  reach.  Residents  needing  hospital  treatment  usually  obtain 
it  at  the  hospitals  in  Dewsbury  or  Batley,  each  about  1|  miles 
distant  from  the  centre  of  Heckmondwike.  Patients  are  also 
received  from  the  town  in  the  larger  institutions  at  Leeds  and 
Bradford.  Poor  Law  patients  obtain  hospital  treatment  at  the 
County  Hospital,  Batley,  about  one  mile  from  Heckmond- 
wike Market  Place.  There  is  a Maternity  Home  in  Heckmond- 
wike supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  fees  from  patients, 
and  Government  Grant.  It  is  owned  and  managed  by  the  Heck- 
mondwike Nursing  Association,  a voluntary  body.  The  Heck- 
mondwike Urban  District  Council  and  its  officers  are  not  con- 
nected officially  with  the  home,  but  the  Council  has  paid  the 
fees  of  one  patient  confined  there  in  1930. 

During  1930  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registra- 
tion of  the  births  of  87  infants  bom  in  the  Home.  Of  these 


children 

the  parents  of 

23  resided  in 

Heckmondwike , 

and  64 

did  not  reside  in  Heckmondwike. 

The  figures  since  1922 

are : — 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike 

Year. 

residents. 

Others. 

ATear. 

residents. 

Others. 

1922 

23 

50 

1926 

19 

51 

1923 

15 

56 

1927 

23 

67 

1924 

18 

54 

1928 

21 

61 

1925 

35 

41 

1929 

37 

46 

1930 

23 

64 

Whilst  doing  very  beneficial  work  for  Heckmondwike 
residents  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  this  Home  is  much 
used  by  and  is  a great  convenience  to  residents  in  neighbouring 
areas  where  there  are  no  Maternity  Homes. 

(9)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  There  are  none  in 
Heckmondwike  apart  from  the  Maternity  Home  already  men- 
tioned. The  appeal  of  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
be  granted  powers  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act. 
1927,  was  not  successful.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
Heckmondwike  Council  is  the  Authority  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  1907,  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act, 
1918,  and  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  engaged 
in  general  practice,  it  would  appear  appropriate  that  the  local 
Council  should  possess  the  powers  provided  by  the  Act. 

(10)  Maternal  Mortality.  In  1928  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  designated  as  the  person  to  investigate  maternal 
deaths.  This  arrangement  still  continues. 

(11)  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti- 
mate Infants  and  Homeless  Children  (apart  from  the  Poor  Law) 
is  not  provided. 

(12)  Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defec- 
tives is  provided  by  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council. 
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13.  Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  For  infectious  cases  are 
provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  (b)  non-infectious  cases 
and  accidents  by  a voluntary  committee. 


14.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Day  and 

Arrangements 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Time  of 

for  Medical 

Meeting. 

Supervision. 

For 

George  Street 

Maternity 

M.O.H.  attends 

Sunday  School, 

and  Child 

Thursdays 

Weekly  for 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike. 

Welfare 

2 to  4. 

Consultation. 

U.D.  Council  is< 

Weekly. 

the  Authority 

for  Maternity 

Public  Health 

Ante  and 

Wednesday 

Woman  Asst. 

and  Child 

Department, 

Post  Natal 

Fortnightly 

M.O.H.  for 

Welfare. 

Greenside, 

Fortnightly 

2 to  4. 

Consultations. 

Heckmondwike 

Day  Nurseries 

None 

Public  Health 

Department, 

Daily  School 

Daily 

County  Council 

Greenside, 

Clinic 

9 a.m. 

through  its 

Heckmondwike 

S.M.O  and 

County  Council 

the  M.O.H. 

the  Authority.  < 

Deckmond- 

Tuberculosis 

wike. 

Dispensary  , 

Venereal 

y Outside  the  District 

Diseases 

Centres. 

Orthopaedic  and  Artificial  Light  Treatment  is  obtained  for 
Heckmondwike  scholars  at  the  hospitals  previously  mentioned. 
During  1930  the  attendances  of  Heckmondwike  residents  at 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  were:  Dewsbury  Infirmary,  5 males  and 
2 females;  Bradford  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  3 males  and  1 female, 
and  Leeds  Infirmary,  4 males  and  no  females. 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Number  of 

Attendances  of 

Average 

Year. 

Mothers  on 

Mothers  with 

Attendance  per 

Register. 

Infants. 

Mother. 

1920 

99 

1859 

18 

1921 

285 

2305 

8 

1922 

203 

1099 

** 

D 

1923 

135 

1044 

8 

1924 

216 

1385 

6 

1925 

126 

1318 

10 

1926 

136 

1837 

13 

1927 

114 

1900 

16 

1928 

116 

2090 

18 

1929 

135 

1818 

13 

1930 

124 

2127 

17 
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Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

Under  this  Order  the  Council  has  distributed  dried  milk,  as 
follows.  The  vears  mentioned  end  March  31st: — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1919 

...  4 

15 

7 

1926 

...  16 

5 

8 

1920 

...  9 

11 

10 

1927 

...  24 

4 

9 

1921 

...  7 

3 

6 

1928 

...  7 

7 

10 

1922 

...  76 

16 

10 

1929 

...  21 

3 

6 

1923 

...  24 

6 

6 

1930 

...  46 

6 

2 

1924 

...  9 

10 

0 

1931 

...  37 

11 

1 

1925 

...  21 

0 

0 

Total  cost  for  thirteen  years  ...  £806  3 3 

Average  cost  per  annum  ...  £23  13  1 

The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  are  indivi- 
dually greater  than  shown  above,  but  no  record  is  kept  of  mothers 
who  attend  without  bringing  their  infants. 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Welfare  Centre  could  be  at 
the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department.  Reference  has  been 
previously  made  to  this  subject. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Individual  patients  attend- 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

ing  Clinic 

42 

73 

49 

69 

73 

73 

Patients  found  normal  ... 
Patients  found  suffering 
from  one  or  more 

7 

19 

6 

39 

14 

10 

defects 

Total  number  of  attend- 

35 

54 

43 

30 

59 

63 

ances  at  Clinic  ...  120  141  112 

Defect's  Classified. 

Respiratory  system, 

151 

174 

200 

excluding  Tuberculosis 
Circulatory  system, 

*j 

excluding  Varicose 

4 

16 

7 

3 

Nil 

3 

Veins  ... 

9 

9 

8 

5 

12 

24 

Digestive  system,  exclud- 


ing Defective  Teeth 
and  Constipation 
Urinary  system  ... 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis 
Gynaecological  defects, 
including  Venereal 


4 

7 

2 


15 

19 

3 


25 

9 

3 


22 

15 

2 


6 

17 

3 


18 

37 

2 


Disease 

6 

2 

24 

19 

25 

3 0 

Varicose  Veins  ... 

8 

17 

11 

10 

6 

16 

Constipation 

14 

21 

19 

23 

22 

6 

Defective  Teeth 

15 

27 

19 

25 

16 

36 

Anaemia  and  Debility 

...  Not  recorded 

5 

6 

14 

4 

Miscellaneous 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

4 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, — The  work  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  during  the  past  year 
calls  for  little  comment.  The  foregoing  table  gives  an  analysis 
of  work  done,  and  we  have  endeavoured  at  each  session  to  give 
advice  which  will  help  the  mothers  to  keep  healthy  and  to  have 
normal  confinements. 

Once  again  I must  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  work  is  un- 
fairly handicapped  by  the  lack  of  facilities  for  free  dental  treat- 
ment. Until  this  is  available,  a large  number  of  mothers  in  the 
district  will  continue  to  harbour  a focus  of  infection  which  is  a 
constant  source  of  danger  to  them. 

We  have  been  pleased  to  notice  that  the  standard  of  general 
health  of  the  mothers  attending  the  Clinic  has  been  definitelv 
higher  than  in  1929.  This  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  the 
health  of  the  district  is  improved,  for  doubtless  the  poor  tired 
women  of  1929  will  turn  up  in  1981  with  yet  another  baby,  but 
it  is  encouraging  to  feel  that  there  are  some  healthy,  happy 
mothers  about  us,  and  it  is  the  constant  aim  of  the  Centre  to 
increase  this  number  year  by  year. 


HILDA  A.  CHANNON. 
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Work  of  Health  Visitor  during  1930 — 

Ante-Natal — .First  Visits  ...  ...  ...  35 

Be- Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

— 60 

Infants  under  12  months — 

First  Visits  ...  ...  ...  125 

Be-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1518 

1643 


Visits  to  Children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years  ... 
Between  3 and  5 years 


1208 

1046 

2254 


Visits  to  cases  of — 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  (notified)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Chicken-Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

101 


Total  Visits  as  Health  Visitor 


4058 


To  the  above  must  be  added  Sister  Shorter’s  work  as  School 
Nurse  during  1930:  — 

Visits  to  homes  of  scholars  ...  ...  ...  217 

Visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 


263 


During  these  visits  the  nurse  examined  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  children,  giving  advice  to  parents  and 
teachers  when  necessarv. 


School  Clinic. 

Individual  Scholars  attended 
Total  attendances  ... 


937 

3469 
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The  School  Nurse  reports  on  her  work  to  the  West  Riding 
County  Council,  which  is  the  Authority  for  School  Medical 
Inspection  in  Heckmondwike.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
available  for  consultation  once  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic. 
During  the  year  he  examined  788  scholars  and  advised.  Of  these 
64  were  recommended  for  treatment  at  various  hospitals. 
Twenty-two  cases  were  referred  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  whose  local 
Inspector  (Mr.  Lawlor)  has  rendered  the  same  valuable  assist- 
ance as  in  previous  years.  His  visits  usually  have  the  desired 
effect  when  other  efforts  have  failed,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to 
testify  to  his  worth. 


The  work  of  Sister  Shorter  is  more  valuable  to-day  than 
when  she  first  assumed  office,  because  she  has  now  served  the 
Council  long  enough  to  have  known  children  from  the  day  of 
their  birth  to  the  time  they  have  left  school  and  entered  the 
young  adolescent  period.  Her  influence  upon  them  during  these 
years  has  been  greatly  to  their  physical  benefit,  which  will 
bear  more  fruit  when  they  obtain  homes  of  their  own  and  bring 
up  their  children,  having  regard  to  the  health  teaching  they 
themselves  received  at  her  hands.  Miss  Shorter’s  reputation 
amongst  the  mothers  continues  high,  as  in  the  past,  and  her 
services  to  the  public,  always  willingly  rendered,  are  of  the 
greatest  benefit. 


Although  the  Council  is  now  entirely  responsible  for  the 
non-professional  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  which  was 
discharged  in  the  past  by  the  members  of  the  Heckmondwike 
Nursing  Association,  certain  ladies  still  attend,  assist  in  dispens- 
ing tea,  and  in  other  ways  help  in  the  routine  work  of  the 
centre.  Their  services  are  helpful  and  they  are  always  welcome. 


(15)  Heckmondwike  being  an  Urban  District,  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  discharge  of  the  medical  services  transferred 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act  are  the  con- 
cern of  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply.  Heckmondwike  is  a partner  with  Dewsbury 
in  the  water  undertaking  controlled  by  a Joint  Board,  which  con- 
sists of  members  of  both  Councils.  The  supply  is  of  excellent 
quality.  The  necessity  of  an  additional  reservoir  for  Dewsbury 
purposes  has  again  been  mentioned  by  the  representatives  of 
that  town  upon  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Water  Board, 
but,  so  far  as  Heckmondwike  is  concerned,  the  supply  is  ample 
and  it  is  maintained  by  the  representatives  of  the  town  that 
no  extension  is  necessary.  The  Heckmondwike  Council  holds  the 
opinion  that  should  extra  water  be  necessary  for  Dewsbury  pur- 
poses that  town  should  make  provision  for  its  own  additional 
requirements,  it  being  unreasonable  to  call  upon  Heckmondwike 
ratepayers  to  pay  for  Dewsbury  extensions  when  Heckmondwike 
has  already  more  water  than  is  needed  for  its  individual  neces- 
sities. As  time  passes  on  the  desirability  of  water  supplies 
generally  being  acquired  and  regulated  by  the  Government  of 
the  country  upon  a national  basis  becomes  more  apparent.  It 
is  not  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  health  that  in  one  area  there 
should  be  an  excess  of  water  whilst  in  an  adjoining  area  there 
is  a scarcity. 

The  Council’s  Surveyor  (Mr.  B.  W.  Littlewood,  M.Inst. 
M.  & Cy.  E.)  informs  me  as  follows: — 

No  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  water  mains,  but 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  renew  the  old  water  mains  in 
Church  Street  and  Roebuck  Street,  a distance  of  approximately 
400  yards.  200  yards  of  4in.  main  were  re-laid  in  Beck  Lane 
during  the  reconstruction  of  the  road.” 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Spen  Beck  runs  through  Heck- 
mondwike, and  is  polluted  by  dye  waters  and  some  trade  effluent. 
The  authority  for  supervision  is  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood, 
contributes  the  following  information: — 

Mr.  J.  Gardner,  M.I.C.E.,  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  held  an  Inquiry  on  the  21st  November,  in  connection 
with  the  application  for  sanction  to  borrow  £11,000  for  altera- 
tions and  additions  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  on  Dewsbury 
Moor.  On  the  21st  January,  1931,  a reply  was  received  from  the 
Minister  of  Health  stating  that  he  “ observes  that  the  works 
in  question  are  situate  very  near  to  the  works  of  the  Spen- 
borough  and  Mirfield  Urban  District  Councils,  and  he  thinks 
that  there  would  be  advantage  in  amalgamating  these  works 
if  this  is  feasible  as  regards  engineering  and  economy.  He 
desires,  therefore,  that  before  proceeding  further  in  the  considera- 
tion of  your  Council’s  application,  this  question  of  the  combina- 
tion of  works  should  be  investigated  by  the  three  Councils.” 
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The  Council  has  approached  the  Spenborough  and  Mirfield 
Urban  District  Councils  with  a view  to  arranging  a Conference 
of  the  Engineers  of  the  respective  Authorities  to  discuss  the 
question  and  report. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  1930. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1930. 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  Middens  ... 

No.  of  Pails  or  Tub  Closets 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  Middens 

No.  of  Water  Closets 
No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets 


7 

2 

33 


42 


2433 

152 


-2585 


No.  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  reconstructed 
during  1930: — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Water  Closets  constructed  for  New 

Houses  during  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  old  property 

during  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Trough  Water  Closets  converted  to 

modern  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Metal  Bins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  38 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  old  property  3 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new  property  4 

Four  brick  receptacles  have  been  replaced  by  15  metal 
bins  and  1 midden  has  been  replaced  by  2 metal  bins. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Surveyor  (Mr.  Littlewood)  has  contributed  the  follow- 
ing:— 

“ Satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Destructor  during  the  year,  but  it  has  again  been  necessary  to 
carry  out  extensive  repairs,  and  the  furnaces  have  had  to  be 
re-built  above  grate  bar  level.  This  pow  appears  to  be  an 
annual  expenditure,  and  in  the  near  future  it  will  be  necessary 
to  extend  these  works  unless  land  can  be  found  which  can  be 
used  for  tipping  purposes,  and  very  great  saving  to  the  Scaveng- 
ing Department  would  be  effected  by  tipping  on  up-to-date  lines. 


17 


2,818  loads  of  domestic  refuse  and  888  loads  of  trade  refuse 
were  burnt  in  the  Destructor  during  the  year,  and  while  the 
furnaces  were  closed  for  flue  cleaning  and  repairs  437  loads  of 
refuse  were  taken  to  the  tip,  1,514  loads  of  clinker  were  also 
taken  to  the  tips  in  New  North  Road  and  Cawley  Quarry. 

The  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  ashpits  approxi- 
mately monthly. 

Two  Morris  30  cwt.  wagons  are  employed  full  time  in  the 
Scavenging  Department.” 

The  following  figures  respecting  Scavenging  are  of  interest:  — 

Fixed 


Loads  to 

Loads  to 

Total  annual 

Total 

brick 

Year. 

Destruc- 

Tips 

cost. 

metal 

recep- 

Middens, 

tor. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

bins. 

tacles. 

1916 

3901 

549 

968 

0 

0 

705 

— . 

— 

1917 

2503 

616 

1017 

0 

0 

703 

— 

- — 

1918 

2637 

891 

1228 

0 

0 

705 

• — • 

— 

1919 

3105 

987 

1851 

0 

0 

711 

— 

— 

1920 

3411 

805 

2071 

0 

0 

730 

332 

— 

1921 

2728 

1216 

2000 

0 

0 

776 

323 

— 

1922 

1615 

2277 

2000 

0 

0 

1033 

267 

91 

1923 

2209 

1310 

2221 

11 

0 

1161 

258 

67 

1921 

3356 

282 

2220 

0 

0 

1359 

221 

55 

1925 

3253 

160 

2205 

6 10 

1172 

215 

17 

1926 

3392 

36 

2212 

1 

7 

1661 

191 

12 

1927 

3399 

139 

2200 

0 

0 

1719 

192 

38 

1928 

3360 

252 

2727 

0 

0 

1715 

189 

36 

1929 

3631 

86 

2613 

0 

0 

1788 

185 

32 

1930 

3206 

137 

2917 

0 

0 

1795 

181 

31 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1926. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT,  YEAR  1930. 


NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Re  Nuisances  ...  659 

,,  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

,,  Bakehouses  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  157 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  49 

,,  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 


Total  ...  1491 
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NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.’s 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains 

Defective  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  

Manure  Accumulations 
Defective  Dry  Ash  Places  ... 

Defective  Metal  Bins 
Defect ve  W.C.  Apparatus,  etc. 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation 
Defective  Vent  Shafts 
Burning  Tip  ... 

Total  ... 


SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 

Informal  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1929  ...  13 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1930  ...  14 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1930  ...  135 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1930  ...  134 

Legal  Proceedings  respecting  Nuisances  ...  ...  None. 

Smoke  Abatement.  There  is  still  much  more  smoke  emitted 
from  mill  and  domestic  chimneys  than  is  necessary.  Financial 
loss  to  the  millowners  and  injury  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
is  the  consequence.  There  are  classes  for  stokers  held  at  tech- 
nical schools  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  would  be  helpful  could 
arrangements  be  made  for  such  instruction  to  be  imparted  to 
these  men  and  their  employers. 

One  chimney  over  the  Heckmondwike  boundary  is  a great 
offender.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  inspections  and 
served  two  informal  notices  upon  offenders,  with  negligible 
results. 

The  Heckmondwike  Council  is  a member  of  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire  Regional  Smoke  Committee,  and  by-laws  are  in 
force  in  the  area. 

At  the  time  of  writing  a chimney  just  over  the  boundary  has 
been  belching  forth  dense  clouds  of  black  smoke  for  more  than 
half-an-hour  without  cessation,  and  is  still  doing  this.  There  is 
no  excuse  for  polluting  the  air  in  this  maner, 


12 

34 

2 

45 

8 

21 

9 

1 

2 

1 


135 


134 

132 

None. 

None. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  one,  which  provides 
accommodation  for  75  persons. 

The  owner  and  his  deputy  still  act  in  unison  with  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector,  and  are  always  willing  to  carry  out  his  advice. 
Owing  to  the  presence  of  smallpox,  frequent  visits  were  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  and/or  Inspector  apart  from  the  usual 
ones.  The  deputy  made  a practice  of  immediately  reporting  any 
applicant  for  accommodation  who  showed  any  spots  on  his  face 
or  otherwise,  which  was  of  considerable  assistance.  No  actual 
case  of  smallpox  was  connected  with  this  lodging  house.  There 
are  three  other  buildings  in  the  town,  which  are  “ Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings,”  and  by-laws  for  their  regulation  are  contemplated. 
They  are  necessary.  These  establishments  are  recently  estab- 
lished. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Total  number  of  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  5 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  350 

The  only  slaughter-house  which  complies  with  modern  ideas 
of  such  premises  is  that  owned  by  the  Co-operative  Society.  It 
would  be  an  advantage  if  all  the  others  could  be  abolished  and 
either  a public  abattoir  erected  or  arrangements  made  by  whi»?h 
the  modern  slaughter-house  above-mentioned  could  serve  the 
requirements  of  the  town. 

OFFENSIYE  TRADES. 


Tripe  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fat  Melting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bone  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gut  Scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  119 


The  various  premises  were  kept  in  accordance  with  the  by- 
laws so  far  as  is  possible. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

Total  number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  on  Register  ...  19 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  46 

Although  the  Ministry  of  Health  confirmed  the  Order  declar- 
ing the  trade  of  a Fish  Frier  within  the  District  an  Offensh'p 
Trade  on  February  1st,  1929,  the  adoption  of  By-laws  was  still 
outstanding  on  December  31st,  1930.  It  would  appear  that  the 
matter  is  still  awaiting  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 
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During  the  year  an  application  for  approval  of  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  the  trade  of  a Dish  Drier  was  refused  by  the  Coun- 
cil on  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  principal  reason  was  that  there  was  no  satisfactory  sys- 
tem of  drainage  in  existence  at  the  premises,  and  no  connection 
to  a main  sewer. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


No.  of  Cowsheds 

Milch  Cows  (Approximate  No.) 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  ... 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  who  are  also  Milk  Purveyors 
No.  of  Milk  Purveyors  only 
No.  of  Dairies  on  Register  ... 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ... 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Dairies 


6 

56 

3 

2 

28 

8 

25 

62 


The  condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  improving,  but  there  is 
room  for  considerable  progress  before  they  can  be  said  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  the  Manufac- 
ture and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice 

Cream  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Persons  Registered  for  the  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  by  Barrow  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  24 

BAKEHOUSES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Restaurants  on  Register  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  157 

These  have  been  kept  under  observation,  and  attention  given 
to  nuisances  or  defects  as  and  when  such  matters  have  arisen. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  Appropriate  advice 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  obligations  of 
persons  concerned  were  explained  in  the  1928  Annual  Report. 
There  are  many  rats  in  the  town,  according  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  frequently  warns  persons  concerned  of  the  risk 
to  health  through  rat  infestation  and  reminds  them  of  their 
duty  under  the  Act.  It  must  not  be  taken  that  Heckmondwike 
suffers  from  this  pest  any  more  than  other  towns, 
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Miscellaneous.  As  previously  mentioned,  bye-laws  respect- 
ing houses  let  in  lodgings  are  necessary.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds.  Regulations  respecting 
underground  sleeping  rooms  do  not  appear  at  present  to  be 
necessary,  there  being  no  premises  known  to  the  department 
which  would  be  likely  to  come  within  their  scope. 

Arrangements  for  Disposal  of  the  Dead  are  at  present 
adequate,  the  Heckmondwike  Cemetery  being  the  property  of 
the  Council.  It  was  established  about  1860  and  serves  not  only 
the  town,  but  adjacent  areas  to  a considerable  degree.  In  any 
necessary  extensions  which  may  arise  in  the  future,  it  is  desir- 
able facilities  for  cremation  should  receive  consideration.  There 
is  a second  burial  ground  which  is  attached  to  the  Upper 
Independent  Chapel.  The  Parish  Churchyard  is  seldom  used, 
it  being  practically  closed. 

Schools.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Educa- 
tion Authority  in  Heckmondwike  and  it  is  assumed  periodical 
reports  are  made  by  its  Medical  Inspectors  when  they  visit  the 
schools  for  medical  inspections.  The  Heckmondwike  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  visits  the  schools  when  necessary  and  reports 
to  the  Heckmondwike  Council. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  samples  were  taken. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  there  is  only  one  manufacturer 
of  flocks  in  Heckmondwike,  and  his  premises  are  partially  over 
the  boundary. 

Health  Education.  A Health  Week  has  been  held  annually 
in  Heckmondwike  since  1924,  excepting  1925.  The  journal, 
“ Better  Health,”  is  distributed  free  of  charge  each  month,  and 
continues  to  be  eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  residents. 
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HOUSING. 

(a)  Statistics. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Total  [including  numbers  given  separately 
under  (b) ] : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  None 

(3)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  4 


With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority:  — 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  2 of  the  Act 
of  1925 


None 


(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  3 of  the  Act 

of  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  For  other  purposes 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


None 

None 

None 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  and  the  number  of  inspections  made  ...  44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (1)  above]  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925,  and  the  number  of  inspections 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1925:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  wTere  served  requiring  repairs  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
wThieh  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursu- 
ance of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to 


close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwTelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925:  — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  wrere  determined,  the  dwell- 
ing-houses having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resj^ect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  None 

4.  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority 

distinguishing  those  built  in  the  last  two  years 
and  held  under  (1)  Part  3 of  the  Llousing  Act, 

1925,  (2)  Part  2 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925, 

and  (3)  other  powers  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


The  houses  comprising  the  Heckmondwike  Housing  Estate 
built  by  the  Urban  District  Council  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1924,  number  136.  None  were  constructed  under  the  1925  Act. 
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(b)  Housing  Conditions. 

1.  There  are,  in  round  figures,  2,550  houses  in  Heckmond- 
wike.  Of  these,  about  600  are  of  the  back-to-back  type,  136  are 
modern  houses  built  by  the  Council  since  1924,  75  subsidy,  or  of 
the  subsidy  type  house,  about  800  good  houses  of  various  sizes 
built  within  the  last  40  years,  and  the  remainder,  houses  of 
various  types  and  age,  some  of  which  are  in  bad  repair  and 
worn  out,  being  very  old.  Others  are  not  so  bad  as  these  and 
may  be  reconditioned.  Of  the  older  type,  many  are  damp,  there 
being  no  dampproof  courses. 

2.  (a)  At  the  present  time  there  are  12  names  on 
the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses.  It  is  common 
to  be  told,  during  one.’s  daily  work,  by  residents  that 
they  are  anxious  to  obtain  better  houses  in  Heckmond- 
wike  and  cannot  find  any.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
persons  cannot  pay  the  rents  of  Council  houses  (8s. 
and  9s.  per  week,  plus  rates) , but  were  this  possible 
in  their  case  they  would  be  applicants  for  tenancies ; 
lienee  the  figure,  12,  above  does  not  give  an  accurate 
representation  of  the  position.  The  need  in  Heek- 
mondwike,  as  elsewhere,  is  the  provision  of  houses  to 
let  at  not  more  than  5s.  per  week  plus  rates,  but  the 
problem  has  not  yet  been  solved  from  the  financial 
aspect. 

(b)  No  important  change  in  population  has  occurred  dur- 
ing recent  years  and  no  variation  is  anticipated  in  the 
future  unless  there  should  be  a revival  of  trade. 

(c)  There  are  no  special  difficulties  in  the  way  of  provid- 
ing suitable  sites  for  new  houses. 

8.  (a)  Overcrowding.  At  the  1921  census  the  number  of 

persons  living  under  conditions  where  there  were  more 
than  two  to  a room  was  17-8  per  cent.,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  anticipate  any  considerable  variation  from  this 
figure. 

(b)  The  chief  causes  of  overcrowding  in  Heckmondwike 
are  (1)  the  low  standard  of  housing  in  respect  of 
dwellings  built  many  years  ago,  (2)  inability  of  many 
who  desire  better  accommodation  to  pay  existing  rents. 

(c)  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  because  there  was  no  other  accommodation 
available. 
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4.  (a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  or  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925, 
are  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  prevalent  type  of 
house  occupied  by  the  working  classes  is  of  the  back- 
to-back  type,  with  houses  overcrowded  on  site.  It  is 
frequently  impracticable  to  specify  such  improvements 
as  will  approximate  to  a minimum  standard  of  lighting 
and  ventilation.  To  a less  degree  the  same  difficulties 
arise  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  separate  sani- 
tary accommodation,  provision  for  proper  storage  of 
food,  and  proper  facilities  in  the  way  of  sinks,  lava- 
tories, etc.  Very  few  working  class  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict are  fitted  with  baths  and  hot  water  apparatus. 
Many  houses  have  no  damp-proof  course,  hence  exclusion 
of  dampness  from  occupied  rooms  is  most  difficult. 
Owing  to  widespread  industrial  depression,  undue 
pressure  is  frequently  required  to  get  even  the  most- 
urgent  sanitary  improvements  effected. 

(b)  Special  measures  suggested  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  relation  to  the  particular  types  of  insanitary 
property  prevailing  are  concentration  of  effort  upon 
the  older  and  back-to-back  types  of  dwellings  and 
their  gradual  replacement  by  new  houses,  and  for  the 
conversion  of  any  back-to-back  houses  of  the  better 
type  into  through  houses. 

(o)  Without  exception  every  house  in  Heckmondwike  has 
an  internal  water  supply  connected  to  the  town’s 
mains. 

(d)  No  house  in  Heckmondwike  is  without  water  closet  or 
other  sanitary  accommodation.  The  figures  are:  — 
Houses  with  one  inside  w.c.  409,  houses  with  two 
w.c.’s  73,  houses  with  one  outside  w.c.  each  456,  houses 
which  share  one  w.c.  with  another  house  1,558,  houses 
which  share  a w.c.  with  more  than  another  house  8. 
There  are  53  houses  which  share  a privy  with  another 
house.  In  the  town  there  were  altogether,  on  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1930,  a total  of  2,585  w.c.’s  and  42  privies, 
which  latter  are  gradually  being  eliminated. 

5.  Unhealthy  Areas.  There  is  no  part  of  Heckmondwike 
which  can  be  so  described.  There  are,  however,  insanitary 
houses  here  and  there  throughout  the  district  which  need 
eradication. 

6.  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings, 

and  to  Tents,  Yans,  Sheds,  etc.  This  subject  is  dealt  with  under 
the  heading  “ Miscellaneous  ” in  previous  pages. 

7.  General  Observations.  There  appears  to  be  little  more 
that  may  be  said  under  this  section  which  has  not  already  been 

mentioned. 


CLOSING  ORDERS,  &c.,  made  under  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Acts. 

Date  of  , , , ( 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OEEICEE  OF 
HEALTH  FOE  THE  YEAE  1930,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Heckmondwike,  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  : — - 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 
W ritten 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

23 

5 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

125 

3 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers' premises)  

54 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

202 

8 

| Nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

JrartJcuiars. 

Found. 

Bemedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which  Pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

' 

1 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 



, 



Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

___ 



Other  Nuisances 

: — 



Sanitary 
Accommoda-  h 

Insufficient. 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective. 

7 

7 

tion: — 

Offences  under 
Workshops 
Illegal  occupal 
ground  Bake 

Not  separate 

Jor  sexes, 
the  Factory  and 
Ants : — 

non  of  under- 
houses (S.  101) 

— 

— 

Other  Offences: — 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outworkers  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  cf 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total  ... 

8 

8 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  December  31st,  1930 


Plasterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Breadmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbing  and  Electricians  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Joiners,  Cabinet  Makers,  Wood  Carvers  and 

Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tinplate  Working  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Watch  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rug  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Basket  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  three  producers  of  milk  within  the  Urban  District, 
but  no  producers  of  graded  milks. 

The  following  licences  to  sell  graded  milk  in  the  Urban 
District  were  granted  during  the  year:  — 

Certified  Milk.- — Edward  Haley,  Bertha  Gray,  Arthur 

Garnett. 

Grade  A Milk. — Frank  Smith. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  Certified  Milk  is  the 
highest  grade  and  such  milk  does  not  contain  the  bacillus  of 
tuberculosis  or  filth.  Grade  A milk  may  contain  the  germs  of 
tuberculosis  and  often  does,  but  it  is  reasonably  clean  and  free 
from  filth. 

The  idea  still  persists  among  the  public  that  milk  sold  in 
bottles  is  all  of  superior  quality.  This  is  quite  a fallacy,  as 
non- graded  bottled  milks  differ  little  from  milk  delivered  from 
the  can,  because  many  of  the  premises  where  bottling  is  carried 
out  are  not  fitted  with  proper  sterilisers  and  other  necessary 
appliances. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  Certified  Milk  does  not  gain  that 
growing  popularity  to  which  its  utmost  advantages  entitle  it ; 
the  reasons  being  apparently  economic  and  also  due  to  misunder- 
standing. This  is  illustrated  by  an  instance  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Department.  A local  retail  purveyor  of  ordinary 
milk  obtained  a licence  to  sell  Certified  Milk  and  began  to 
supply  a number  of  mothers  who  desired  this  superior  milk  for 
their  children.  To  allow  himself  a halfpennv  profit  on  each 
bottle  he  fixed  the  price  at  5d.  per  pint  bottle.  At  the  next 
house  to  one  of  his  customers  another  dairyman  regularly 
delivered  a pint  bottle  of  ordinary  milk  for  which  he  charged  4d. 
The  two  housewives  talked,  compared  the  price,  and  not  having 
the  slightest  understanding  of  the  vital  difference  between  the 
two  milks,  the  housewife  who  had  been  getting  the  Certified 
Milk  soundlv  rated  the  first  dairyman  for  “ overcharging  ” her 
and  promptly  terminated  her  custom  with  him.  The  outcome 
of  this  unfortunate  incident  was  that  the  retailer  supplying  the 
highest  duality  milk  at  a small  profit  lost  a customer  directly 
as  a result  of  the  commendable  effort  to  supplv  the  best  article, 
whilst  a customer  was  gained  in  unfair  competition  by  a fellow- 
retailer  who  bottled  ordinary  milk  and  claimed  for  it  advantages 
which  it  did  not  possess.  Though  it  may  appear  strange,  the 
Department  is  in  possession  of  evidence  to  the  effect  that  on 
occasion  a retailer  may  become  registered  to  sell  Certified  Milk 
onlv  to  advance  the  sale  of  ordinarv  milk  bottled  bv  himself. 
This  will  be  apparent  when  it  is  realised  how  easy  it  is  to  invite 
customers  to  inquire  about  a high  qualitv  article  and  then  offer 
a lower  qualitv  one  at  a less  price,  making  at  the  same  time 
extravagant  claims  as  to  its  supposed  virtues.  If  the  sale  of 
Certified  Milk  is  to  be  advanced  it  would  appear  that  this  can 
onlv  be  brought  about  by  taking  the  distribution  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  retailer  of  ordinary  milk  and  licensing  special  persons  to 
retail  Certified  Milk  onlv. 

Where  milk  is  sold  in  bottle  the  public  is  advised  to  request 
the  dealer  to  show  his  licence.  The  cap  on  the  bottle  should  also 
he  examined  to  make  certain  the  contents  are  graded  milk  pro- 
duced under  licence  and  not  ordinarv  milk  poured  into  a bottle 
for  trade  purposes  only.  Complaints  have  been  received  from 
time  to  time  respecting  certain  dealers  bottling  milk  in  the  streets 
or  on  unregistered  premises.  As  pointed  out  previously  this  is 
an  offence  against  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

The  following  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  iournal,  “ The 
Medical  Officer  ” for  March  14th,  1931,  entitled  “ Clean  Milk,” 
should  be  read  with  interest;— 
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“ Three  factors  dominate  the  milk  question.  Dairy 
farming  is  one  of  the  chief  industries  of  this  country  and 
it  is  in  a bad  way.  Milk  is  the  most  valuable  of  all  articles 
of  food ; it  is  used  much  less  than  it  should  be — in  this 
country  less  than  in  any  part  of  the  world  where  it  is 
obtainable.  Milk  can  spread  tuberculosis  and  does  do  so, 
and  can  act  as  the  vehicle  of  numerous  infections ; milk- 
spread  disease  is  a common  phenomenon.  How  can  the 
last  factor  be  suppressed  so  as  to  allow  the  obvious  con- 
clusion from  the  first  two  to  go  ahead  to  the  great  benefit 
of  evervbody?  Our  code,  with  its  restrictions,  which  are 
not  safeguards,  has  not,  will  not,  and  can  not  do  it.  Can 
any  code  do  it?  Assuredly,  we  cannot  force  people  to  drink 
milk  bv  Act  of  Parliament,  but  if  legislation  can  enable  us 
to  guarantee  that  milk  shall  always  be  a food  and  never 
poison  we  could  advise  people  to  drink  it,  and  in  time  we 
might  almost  certainly  succeed  in  raising  the  consumption 
to  three  or  four  times  what  it  is  at  present.  But,  while 
we  have  the  ever-present  fear  of  tuberculosis,  the  inter- 
mittent danger  of  milk  epidemics,  the  frequent  admixture 
of  cow  dung  and  similar  sundries,  and  the  appeal  to  the  cow, 
which  legally  allows  infants  to  be  starved  on  dirty  water, 
when  it  is  supposed  they  are  being  fed  on  milk,  we  are 
somewhat  chary  of  advertising  this  ‘ perfect  ’ food. 

We  can  get  (in  some  places)  practically  perfect  milk — 
certified  milk — and  some  think  that  what  can  be  supplied 
ought  to  be  supplied  and  that  certified  milk  should  be  the 
aim  of  future  legislation.” 

The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon 
are  as  follows:  — 

Bank  Foot  House, 

B alley, 

March  31st,  1930. 

Dr.  Pearce, 

M.O.H.,  Heckmondwike. 

Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Report  of  my 
Inspection  during  this  month  of  the  Dairy  Cows  in  your  area. 

Cave. — General  condition  of  the  cows  satisfactory. 

Red  cow,  previously  mentioned,  from  which  a sample  of 
milk  was  taken  proving  negative,  is  now  disposed  of. 

Black  cow,  No.  2 Mistal,  a gargled  quarter  of  udder  (no 
secretion  of  milk)  evidently  due  to  an  injury. 

Red  cow,  No.  3 Mistal,  enlarged  hindquarters  of  udder,  a 
condition  regularly  experienced  in  newly-calven  cows. 


32 


Hodgson. — General  condition  of  the  cows  satisfactory.  A 
recent  purchase  low  in  flesh,  a young  beast  that  will  improve. 

Lund. — General  condition  satisfactory. 

White  cow,  first  stall  in  mistal,  enlarged  hindquarter  of 
udder,  also  the  teat,  this  condition  due  to  injury.  From  a 
tubercular  point  of  view  I am  satisfied  with  the  cows’  udders. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S., 

Veterinary  Inspector. 

June  28th,  1980. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Report  of  my 
inspection  this  month  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area : — 

Lund. — This  owner  now  keeping  a better  class  of  cow; 
general  condition  satisfactory,  also  the  udders.  A very  old 
red  cow,  with  pendulous  (fleshy)  udder,  but  no  clinical  signs  of 
T.B.  Condition  of  udder  of  white  cow  named  in  last  report  is 
now  satisfactory. 

■Cave. — General  condition  and  the  udders  of  these  cows 
satisfactory.  We  have  two  cases  of  deaf  quarters  (no  secre- 
tion). Black  and  red  cow  named  in  March  Report  now  satis- 
factory. 

Hod  gson. — General  condition  and  the  udders  of  these  cows 
satisfactory.  The  recent  purchase,  named  in  last  Report,  im- 
proving in  condition. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

September  28th,  1980. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Report  of  my 
inspection  this  month  of  the  cows  in  your  area. 

Lund. — The  general  condition  of  these  cows  and  the  udders 
satisfactory.  One  red  cow  previously  mentioned  not  so  full  of 
flesh  as  the  others  (anno  domini) , but  appears  sound. 

Cave. — General  condition  of  these  cows  and  udders  satis- 
factory. A white  cow,  No.  1 Mistal,  with  an  indurated  fore- 
quarter of  udder.  A sample  of  milk  from  this  quarter  tested 
and  proved  negative. 

Hodgson. — General  condition  of  these  cows  and  the  udders 
satisfactory.  One  cow  very  low  in  flesh.  I detect  no  un- 
soundness ; a deep  milker.  This  is  not  one  of  Hodgson’s  class 
of  cow.  Owing  to  time  of  year  and  the  weather  the  cows  are 
somewhat  broken  in  coat. 


GEO,  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


December,  1930. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a Deport  of  my 
December  inspection  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area:  — 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows  is  satisfactory  from  a 
T.B.  point  of  view;  udders  are  also  satisfactory,  and  the  cows 
are  of  a satisfactory  type. 

Hodgson. — Cow  named  in  previous  Report  much  improved, 
a recent  purchase,  lowr  in  flesh,  appears  healthy,  should  thrive, 
not  Hodgson’s  type. 

Cave. — A case  of  indurated  udder  (red  cow) , due  to 
mastitis,  quarter  deaf,  no  secretion. 

Lund. — Owner  taking  greater  interest  in  his  cows. 
General  condition  satisfactory. 

There  has  not  been,  to  my  knowledge  a beast  placed  under 
the  T.B.  Order  or  a sample  of  milk  referred  to  Laboratory. 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Ye  ter  in  ary  D epar  tme  n t , 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield. 

8th  April,  1930. 

Dear  Sir, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  on  March  28th,  1930,  Mr.  J.  M. 
McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S. , D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer, 
made  an  inspection  of  the  three  registered  milk  producers’ 
premises  in  your  district,  accompanied  by  your  Sanitary  In- 
spector, Mr.  Greenwood. 

Mr.  McKellar  examined  50  cows,  but  did  not  find  any  case 
of  scheduled  disease,  nor  did  lie  take  any  samples  of  milk  for 
special  examination. 

He  reports  the  health  of  the  cowts  to  be  satisfactory,  but 
on  two  of  the  farms  the  cleanliness  of  the  cattle  was  not  quite 
up  to  the  usual  standard. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer, 
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Dear  Sir, 


Veterinary  Department, 
County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 
24th  November,  1930. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


I beg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  three  registered  milk  producers’ 
premises  in  your  district. 

Mr.  McKellar  examined  54  cows.  No  case  of  scheduled 
disease  was  met  with,  nor  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any 
sample  of  milk  for  special  examination. 

He  reports  that  the  health  of  the  cows  and  their  general 
cleanliness  were  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 


(b)  Meat,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Meat  and  Markets  Inspector.  He 
reports  monthly  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  upon  his  work  as 
Meat  Inspector.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various 
occasions  during  the  year,  examined  carcases  and  organs  in 
slaughter-houses  when  doubt  arose  as  to  whether  there  was 
disease  or  otherwise. 


MEAT  REGULATIONS. 
Slaughter-houses. 

Total  number  of  Slaughter-houses 

Registered 

Licensed 

Total  number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Regular  Notices  of  Slaughter  received 
Number  of  Occasional  Notices  of  Slaughter 
received 


5 

4 

1 

350 

54 

604 


Number  of  Number  of 

Animals  Slaughtered.  Carcases  Inspected. 


Cattle 

...  891 

874 

Sheep 

...  2474 

2408 

Swine 

...  1022 

963 

Other  (Calves) 

52 

47 

4439 

4292 

35 

MEAT  INSPECTION— SUMMARY  OF  UNSOUND  MEAT 

SURRENDERED. 

Whole  carcase  and  Offal  of  Beast. 

Forequarters  of  Heifer  and  Offal. 

Livers  of  7 beasts. 

Lungs,  Livers,  Mesenteric  Fat,  etc., 
of  24  Beasts. 

Beast’s  Head  and  Lungs. 

Whole  Carcases  and  Offal  of  6 pigs. 

Heads,  Livers,  Lungs,  etc.,  of  28  pigs 
Livers  of  2 pigs. 

Liver  of  1 Sheep. 


6 Tins  Tongue. 

2 Bags  of  Cockles. 
1 Turkey. 


Lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

...  896 

Tuberculosis 

...  404 

Parasitic  ... 

98 

Tuberculosis 

...  296 

Tuberculosis 

51 

Tuberculosis 

...  950 

Tuberculosis 

...  433J 

Cirrhosis  ... 

11 

Parasitic  ... 

...  1 2 

3141 

• • • • • • 

19i 

• • • • • • 

224 

9 


3393 


(c)  Adulteration,  etc.  The  Council  is  not  a Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  this  work  being  performed  in  Heckmondwike 
by  the  West  Biding  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Up 

to  the  present,  no  laboratory  work  of  this  nature  has  been  under- 
taken directly  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  County  Council,  as 
previously  explained,  acting  in  the  Heckmondwike  area. 

(e)  Nutrition.  For  many  years  advice  on  this  subject  has 
been  given  in  the  homes  of  the  people  by  the  Council’s  Health 
Visitor,  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 
Particular  attention  is  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  suitable 
diets,  having  regard  to  adequacy  from  the  health  aspect  and 
with  due  regard  to  economy  in  the  financial  sense.  I have  often 
advocated  instruction  in  this  subject  to  all  scholars  in  elemen- 
tary schools  as  part  of  the  routine.  The  publication,  “ Better 
Health,”  has  from  its  inception  been  distributed  free  of 
charge  in  the  town,  and  is.  an  excellent  means  for  disseminating 
knowledge.  In  too  many  homes,  tea,  bread  and  margarine  is 
largely  the  principal  diet  and  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  adults  to 
alter  their  methods.  Added  to  these  articles  are  often  others 
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of  an  expensive  nature,  providing  little  nutrition.  There  js 
little  doubt  that  proper  food  and  a knowledge  of  how  to  get  the 
best  out  of  articles  of  diet  would  result,  if  followed,  in  a great 
decrease  in  the  number  of  persons  who  have  periodical  absences 
from  work  on  account  of  illness.  It  cannot  be  said  that  there 
are  any  children  in  Heckmondwike  who  do  not  get  sufficient 
food,  but  in  many  instances  it  is  the  wrong  food.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  cheapest  foods  often  contain  the  most  nourish- 
ment and  that  the  most  expensive  often  are  of  little,  if  any,  food 
value. 
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Smallpox.  In  common  with  other  parts  of  the  West 
Biding,  this  disease,  which  had  appeared  in  Heckmondwike  in 
December,  1929,  was  present  during  1930  for  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  year,  the  last  case  being  notified  on  August  28th. 
The  type  was  almost  invariably  mild  and  caused  considerable 
difficulty  sometimes  in  arriving  at  a correct  diagnosis.  This 
wras  made  worse  because  cbickenpox  was  also  prevalent  during 
the  same  period.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  called  in 
consultation  on  many  occasions  by  every  doctor  in  Heckmond- 
wike, and  considerable  responsibility  rested  upon  him,  when  it 
is  realised  that  a mistake  might  easily  involve  the  town  in 
heavy  expenditure  by  infection  being  spread  through  missed 
cases.  Fortunately,  nothing  of  this  kind  happened.  Of  the  34 
cases  notified,  all  were  unvaccinated  with  the  exception  of  five. 
One  was  a man  aged  42  vaccinated  in  infancy,  one  a woman 
aged  34  vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  three  were  contacts  vac- 
cinated five  days  before  the  onset  of  illness  who  had  never 
previously  been  vaccinated.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  vaccinated  293  contacts,  and  the 
Public  Vaccinator  101,  the  latter  figure  being  cases  referred 
to  him  by  the  Health  Department.  Many  others  were 
vaccinated  or  revaccinated  by  him  and  other  doctors  of  which 
there  is  no  record.  One  hundred  and  eleven  contacts  were 
taken  to  the  disinfecting  station  at  Batley,  where  they  were 
bathed  and  their  clothing  disinfected.  From  the  Heckmond- 
wike cases  440  contacts  and  from  cases  outside  Heckmondwike 
50  contacts  who  lived  in  Heckmondwike  were  kept  under 
obseiwation  for  at  least  16  days  in  each  instance.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  A.  K.  Greenwood)  made  5,649  visits  to  con- 
tacts and  his  efforts  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation. 
He  was  an  invaluable  assistant  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  often  succeeding  in  persuading  contacts  to  be 
vaccinated  when  the  former  had  failed.  Mr.  Greenwood  also 
was  very  successful  in  discovering  contacts.  He.  worked  at  all 
hours,  often  late  at  night  and  early  in  the  morning.  It  was 
pleasing  to  find  the  Council  appreciated  his  efforts,  which  un- 
doubtedly assisted  largely  in  cutting  short  the  epidemic,  thereby 
saving  considerable  money  for  the  ratepayers.  Acknowledg- 
ment is  also  due  to  the.  services  of  the  Health  Visitor  (Sister 
Shorter) , who  on  several  occasions  detected  unknown  cases 
which  were  subsequently  confirmed  as  smallpox  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  To  her  belongs  the  credit  of  discovering  the 
first  case  and  drawing  the  Medical  Officer’s  attention  to  it. 
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A tribute  is  also  due  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  who 
put  no  obstacles  in  the  way,  but  did  everything  possible  to 
comply  with  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  facilitated  his 
efforts  on  every  occasion. 

Measles  was  not  seen  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia  was  notified  on  two  occasions.  The  regula- 
tions are  not  generally  observed,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact 
that  six  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  this  disease,  and,  of 
course,  there  must  have  been  many  other  cases  which  were 
non-fatal. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  five  cases,  but  no  deaths.  The 
usual  precautions  as  to  exclusion  from  school  and  a strict 
watch  over  contacts  were  observed. 

Erysipelas  was  the  cause  of  one  death,  the  patient  being 
ninety  years  of  age. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  rather  prevalent,  22  cases  being  notified. 
The  type  of  disease  was  mild,  and  there  were  no  deaths.  One 
interesting  case  was  that  in  which  a child  aged  11  was  notified 
on  April  9th  and  again  on  31st  July.  On  each  occasion  she 
was  sent  to  hospital,  where  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed.  The 
usual  precautions  as  to  contacts  and  schools  were  observed. 

Enteric  Fever  was  never  notified,  this  disease  having  been 
absent  from  Heckmondwike  since  April,  1928. 

Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  twice,  both  patients  having 
been  confined  at  home,  from  where  they  were  removed  to 
hospital.  One  died. 

Influenza  was  not  prevalent  and  no  deaths  were  certified 
to  be  caused  by  the  disease. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  not  being  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital — which  is  in  charge 
of  a general  practitioner  resident  outside  Heckmondwike — is  not 
able  to  give  the  information  required  on  page  10  of  the  Ministry’s 
Circular  1119  (England)  respecting  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests. 
Public  opinion  would  probably  be  opposed  to  their  use  locally 
at  present,  but  it  is  believed  the  difficulty  might  be  overcome 
should  occasion  arise. 
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Pathological  and  Bacteriological  facilities  are  provided  at  the 
County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the  examination  of 
the  year  1930  are:  Widal  3,  Sputa  1,  Diphtheria  37,  Miscellane- 
ous 6,  a total  of  47. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  become  known  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency  of  Head 
Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officer.  Such  cases  are 
visited  at  home  by  the  School  Nurse,  whose  services  have  been 
previously  referred  to.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not 
School  Medical  Officer. 


Contacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  home  when  neces- 
sary. Isolation  is  possible  at  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Disinfection  is  done  by  the  Council’s  disinfecting  staff  in  the 
homes,  and  at  the  Batley  Disinfecting  Station,  where  a modern 
steam  apparatus  is  installed.  Where  the  latter  process  is  neces- 
sary payment  is  made  by  the  Heckmondwike  Council. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. — No  action  has  been  taken  under 
Section  66,  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease 
or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local  facilities  appearing  to  be  suffi- 
cient. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

CASES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Death. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital.1 

1930 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Total 

1914 

to 

1930 

52 

49 

3 

51 

1 

None 

. 

o 
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TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1930 


Age  periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— — 

-r-  ■ 

___ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

6 

o 

1 

3 

5 

3 

— 

— 

The  figures  for  deaths  do  not  correspond  with  the  Registrar 
General’s  figures  whieh  are  8 for  tuberculosis  of  lungs  and  2 other 
tubercular  diseases. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  relationship  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike 
who  were  certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between  January 
1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1930.  It  is  a guide  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are  observed 
by  medical  practitioners. 


Death  before  notification 

21 

Death 

6 

months 

after 

...  2 

Death  1 month  or  under 

Death 

7 

months 

after 

...  2 

after  notification 

12 

Death 

8 

months 

after 

...  1 

Death  2 months  after  ... 

4 

Death 

9 

months 

after 

1 

Death  3 months  after  ... 

1 

Death 

10 

months 

after 

...  2 

Death  4 months  after  ... 

7 

Death 

11 

months 

after 

...  Nil. 

Death  5 months  after  ... 

3 

Death 

12 

months 

and 

over  20 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1930  was  67  per  cent. 

The  Regulations  respecting  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are 
not  strictly  observed  by  practitioners,  as  the  table  shows.  The 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  these  Regulations 

during  1929. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

This  section  refers  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis.  There  are  cases  where  such  is  very  desirable, 
though  not  provided,  partly  because  there  are  not  sufficient  beds 
available  and  partly  because  Tubercular  patients  often  refuse 
hospital  treatment. 

All  the  adoptive  portions  of  this  Act  would  be  useful  if  in 
force  in  Heckmondwike,  and  the  recommendation  that  such  be 
considered  is  again  made. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Shared 

Bed 

40 

62 

c 

O 

C3 

*"0 

o % 

£ c 
£•£ 
o 0? 

O 

o M- 

<5  n 

c 

© 

o 

Separate 

Bed 

co 

27 

Shared 

Room 

to 

4— < 

Separate 

Room 

04 

00 

rr. 

S 

o 

0 

4 

a n d 
over 

04 

to 

cc 

04 

r-H 

s-l 

aj 

m 

04 

rT 

bO 

co 

P-H 

f— h 

rfH 

CO 

O 

o 

C4 

6 

and 

over 

04 

04 

4“H 

C/5 

40 

o 

40 

a 

o 

04 

rT 

o 

ps 

CO 

04 

05 

04 

04 

05 

04 

- 

O 

o 

t-H 

Houses 

with 

more 

than 

one 

Patient 

Notified 

o 

o 

9 

and 

over 

o 

4- 

CO 

i—H 

4^ 

V} 

c 

o 

4^ 

a 

to 

04 

40 

T— < 

a 

CJ 

40 

" ! 

40 

r— * 

O 

* 1 

CO 

04 

co 

r-H 

co 

r-H 

01 

o 

0 

r/j 

s 

to 

39 

o 

rc 

«4H 

c 

© 

a 

>. 

Eh 

9i“uig 

o 

CO 

PQ 

04 

47 

Notifica- 

tions 

Pm 

04 

39 

M. 

to 

50 

C-4 

a 

<D 


o 

co 

05 


02  _ 

r— H r-H  ^0 

o co 


-4-3 

o 

H 


05 


05 


44 


The  Boots  for  the  Bairns  Fund,  founded  several  years  since 
and  administered  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  through 
voluntary  subscriptions,  has  provided  Heckmondwike  children 
during  1930  with  295  pairs  of  boots,  10  pairs  of  clogs,  354  pairs 
of  stockings. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  Council  and  my 
colleagues  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance  during  the  year. 
In  June,  1931,  I shall  have  completed  twenty-one  years  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
record  the  fact  that  during  the  whole  of  this  period  our  relation- 
ship has  been  most  harmonious. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

April,  1931. 
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